Pragmatism and the evaluation of metal hypersensitivity reactions.
Evaluating patients with potential metal hypersensitivity reactions is challenging. Clear evidence-based guidelines based on randomized studies are lacking. A pragmatic approach to evaluation of these patients is useful due to this lack of evidence. Patch testing remains the gold standard for evaluating type IV reactions on the skin and is also likely the best test for metal reactions to implanted devices until more hard data is available.